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HOSPITAL SCANDAL.

———iern

COUNTY OFFIOIALS IN A -CON-
SPIRACY OF SILENCE. )

[

From Etta Dearborn’s, Grave Riscn
the Story of thie Concenlment by’
County Officials. of Mer -
Violent Deanth.

—— e

Xorrified Friends Bring to Light the
Hidden Circumstances of "Hei
.. Hasty Burial in the Pot-

. ters’ Feld.

An Inguest.nt. Which the Only Wit.
nesy Was the Man Most Anxious
. to.Suppress General-Knowl-
¢dge of the Facts,

From -the . grave of Etta Dearborn
has arisen a-cry of protest against the
shameful secrecy and Indecent haste
with” Which' she was hurried into her
grave -by ‘two county’ officials. The
futile, sttempt of- Dr.. Bryant of the
County Hospital, aided by Coroner L.
T. Holland, to suppress the unpleasant
fact that the "hospltdl [dttendants had
allowed to . an,jnsane woman patlent
an opportunity -to hang. herself, has
resulted in’ ‘fen' times the. scandal and
notorlety which--wolild- have ensued
had . métters  been allowed to: take
their proper course, and no effort made
to hide .every detail of the affalr, as
if. it .were a dlsgraceful secret. .

The inquest over the dead girl’s body
wad held without a jury, the fact of
the girl's death was hidden from the
newsSpapers, no " notfce was given to
the press of the' {nquest, elther be-
fore ar after it was "held, and
only witness was Dr. Bryant himself,
an. interested party, the man who be-

fore' the Inquest began avowed to the:

Coroner that it was his desire to keep
the facts from general knowledge. The

attendgnts who supposedly ought to-

have known most about the alleged
esui¢ide, were not summoned as wit-

nesges, and’ the Coronér dccepted as’

testimony Dr. Bryant's statement of
what those attendants would have said
if they had been present. For all
Coroner Holland knows, Dr. Bryant
may have hanged the girl himself,’

The-dead WOmaN's' story I8 a pitiful.
one. Etta Dearborn was the daughter
of an Indian mother, and a father of
Scotch-Irlsh descent. Her parents are
dend, and she was without means_or,
friends. Threeé times lately she has
been In the hospital. On leaving the
hosplital after her last illness she' was
thrown upon the svorld practically
helpless, Mrs. Amanda Van Vooth:
gave her a home, and Adolph Muhi--
mann, a.young German, taking pity on.
her forlorn lot, offered to make her
his: wife. A week ago the girl wan-
dered away in a fit of dementla, was
picked up on the street by the police,
and sent to the County Hospital. Mrs.
Van Vooth and Muhlmann -visited "her
Iast Sunday and promised 'to ° come:
again the next day with official permis-
sion -to take her away with them. '

‘They.left. the girl overjoyed at the.
thought of dellverance., The next day—
last Monday—word was brought to Mrs,-
Van Vooth that in a fit of madness
thégirl" had hanged herself with a
strap. ‘o

The hospital authorities-were exceed-:
ingly anxlous.that such golngs-on
shauld not.ha -to Have heppened
in therinstitution? Thé Coroner was
notified, and 'besought by Dr. Bryant
not to let the story ‘get out—for profes-
sional-covrtesy.:- R .

The Coroner demurred at flrst, un-
doubtedly.replizing what a preposterous
request Dr. Bryant was making, but
finally ylelded—for professional cour-
tesy. L oL . ' .

‘LNe 00Uy WIS LAKEll L0 I1uwry B -ull-
dertaking establishment Monday morn-
ing, and at 9 o‘clock on the morning
of ‘the following day the inquest, ir
%0 . perfunctory and secret an -affair
deserves to be called by that name;
was: -held by  Coroner Holland, All
dispatch and all possible quiet was ob--
served. The Coroner dispensed alto-
gether ‘with -a jury-=-a 'most " unusual
and qQuestionable proceeding, consid-
ering that it was a violent death that
wasa being investigated and not some
mere case of death from disease with-
out the attendance of & -physlcian,

None of the woman's friends were
present. No representative of the press
wds there, nor had any newspaper
received the slightest inkling that such
an-inquest was to be held. The nurses
who had attended the girl, the attend-
ants who are said to have seen the
corpse,with the strap about its neck,
jthe people who were famillar with
the facts concerning the girl’s his-
tory, and condition, were none of them
present, with the single exception of
Dr. -Bryant himself, the public officlal
who had asked another public official
for the sake of professional courtesy
ito hide facts .which their duty de-
manded should be investigated in-the
full light of day. Dr. Bryant, the
man who most of all had reasen-to
desire that:the. facts should. be kept
secrat, and whe had avewed that do.
sire openly to the Coroner before the
inguest, was the sole witness. He had
been directed by the Coroner to bring
such other witnesses as® might be
meeded, but he had brought not one.

Dr. Bryant made a statement of the
casge, which -was taken down by the
Coroner’s clerk. He related what he
knew of ‘his own personal Konowledge
about the affair, also repeated hearsey
evidence about the girl's -death.’- He
told’ what the avitnesses he ought to
have brought would have sald if they
had come, and this hearsay évidence
satisfied the Coroner.

The inquest over, the body was hur-
riedly prepared  for the grave, nalled
up.in & rough redwood box, and with
unseemly haste hurried to the potter’s
fleld. By 2'o'clock of the afternoon of
the day of the inquest—Ilast Tuesday—
Etta Dearborn was onlv & name In
the county records, an unmarked
corpse In grave 9, row 24, block 4 of
the paupérs’ fleld in the county burying
ground. T R )

Mra. Van Vooth had been prostrated
byi the death of-the girl she had Ve-
friended. = Half an hour after the
coffiin had been started for the burying
giound, she called at Howry's and
:s.slraﬂ tn #staa tha hndv of Ttia Nanr.

‘born. Through 2 misusaerstanding
tHe attendant showed her the body
of Annie Segelking, another patient of
the County Hospital, wwho dled there
from the effects of accidental burns.
Mrs. Van Vooth was horrifled at the
apparent-change in the appearance of
the body. When she examined the
breast for an unmistakable birthmark
and found it wanting she realized that
thid was not the body of Etta Dear-
borp. . - At first ;she was fllled with
terror at the.thought that the body
might have been taken to the dissect-
1ag room. - On learning his mistaks,
the attendant assured her that he had
meretv inisunderstood what body it
wasg.ghe wwished-to see, and announced
that Miss Dearborn had been buried
that same day. . -

Mrs. Van Vooth went' away Indig-
nant at the haste with which the body
of the poor girl had been hurried off to
the potter's fleld, without letting her
frisnds know anything of the arrange-
ments and without affording them any
opportunity to so much as accompany
the body to the grave. The dead wo-
man was a Catholle, and it had-been
the wish of her friends that she should
berburied: In. ¢dnsetrated ground. The
fdct that the suiclde was committed

the.

in madness would have made it pos-
sible for permission to have Dbeen .ge-,
cured for interment-in the Catholic
Cemetery.- .

*1t {s 4 shame,” 8ald Mrs. Van Vooth
yesterday, “that Etta Dearborn'should
have been buried without anyone
knowing anything about It, simply be-
causc she was poor. . ;
. The newspapers were not told ‘a
word about her death. No death notice
was printed. No one knew anything
about her, death, or about her funeral.
How were ' her friends to flnd out
about it~-and she may have other
frlends somewheré--if nothing is made
Jknown. She was a good girl, thor-
oughly virtuous and lady-like, and her
.friends ought to have had an oppor-
tunity to do something for her.” °

The whole story of the suicide and
of the shameless attempt to- hush it
up In order to spare the reputations
of the officlals of the County Hospl-
tal from possible blemish, might never:
have been made known, had.it - not
been that «in the flrst suspicion that
the body mlight have been used as o
cadaver, Mrs. Van.Vooth went to the
Chief of Police, who pald no attention
to her story. The {ncldent was made
public by the accldental presence of a
reporter, .and the officials were com-
pelled to tell of their conncctlon with

' the case.

. Dr,. Holland's explanation rests
wholly on the claim that *“‘professional
courtesy” justifies .o public official in |
| hidng the fact that. a violent death
|hag taken place in a public ingtitution.

“Dr. Bryant asked me not.to say’
.anything to the reporters . about the.
case,” said Coroner Holland, yest?rday;
“and as o matter of professional’cour-
tesy to him I did not do so.  The re-
porters didw’t ask me anything about
the case, and so I didn't volunteer any
information. The only reason that oc-
curs to me why Dr. Bryant wished
nothing to be sald- about the. sulcide
was.that it might seem to cast 2 re-
flection upon the hospital authorities
that a patient was allowed an oppor-
tunity to make. away with herself. " T
trled .to keep the matter qulet’ just to
oblige Dr. Bryant. 1 had no other
motive than that.”

“Have there been - other instances
when Coroner's cases have been cov-
ered up to oblige some one? Are ther'e
other such cases buried in the records?”

“Nof 5o ‘far as'I khow, this is®the
only. _time it.has- ogcurred,”. wag the:
...... a4 “Qn far’'adithe

o peagtian

inquest fi't‘s‘_é'lr “goes, it~ was perfectly.
regular. The law: glves ., me dlscre-

tionary power. a3 to xwhen I.shali im-
panel a jury, and when.hold-an inquest
without “one. This inquest .was -held:
at Howry's, the testimony-reported, and
the history of*the.case entered" in the’
records of the -Coroner's office.” .

In. order to'make his stand ..maore
definite, Dr.  Holland prtepnred the fol-
lowing sigpned ‘statement: Lo

“Thge czgzse of. the suiclde from ‘the
County Hospital was reported .to_me
from Howry's by Dr. Bryant, -and
Whether by implication or othertwise T
pot the impression that the mz}t‘ter re-.
flected & -little .unfavorably. on'the .au-
thorities, that an insane should ' be
permitted ‘to- get- hold- of -the .means
with which to commit sulcide; and I
was asked to say nothing whereby it
would come to the-knowledge of the
reporters, to which proposition .1, de-
murred, but finally consented, only be-
cause of. professional courtesy. I.held
an Inquest as regularly as any of which
there is record in the office of the Cor-
oner of . Los Angeles county, gave a
death certificate and an order ‘for the
interment of the Temains in the County-
Cemetery, ‘and left the -body:in the’
morgue at Howry's. - P

.. Y. T. HOLLAN

Dr. Holland says that no suych incl-|
! dent will occur again;;so long.as, he Is
Coroner. . - A

Dr. Bryant called at The Times office]
last.night to, explain, his jpgxt in, the

| mystery.., Hé sald he 'trle _keep
| the mntier quict because, tha Lt that
a patlent had been allowed opportu-

I nity to commit sulclde, if made known,
would - “hurt” the ‘hospital!” A« the
County Hospital is not an institution
that depends upon -popularity for pat-!
ronage, the doctor's explanation - does.
not explain. If he had sald he feared
the occurrence might ‘encourage .crit-|
iclsm of the officials having charge of:
the hospital, his explanation 'would
have been pertinent, iIf not satisfactory.
Dr. Bryant admitted that he had re-!
quested the Coroner- and the Health
Officer to withhold the facts; from the’
reporters, and that he had. not pro-
duced at the inquest the witnesses who
could have given direct evidence in the|
case hut had given hearsay testlmony.‘
As a matter of absolute fact, he did
' not know that the girl hanged herself.:
and so far as the direct and compe-!
tent evidetice showed,: the Coronér did|
not know.that .the girl was not hanged.
by a hospital attendant. .

From Dr. Bryant's statoment of the‘
case, it is very clear that the hospital
attendants were negligent and careless
in permitting an insane woman to ob-;
taln possessfon of -a shawl strap, and|
that after seouring. the strap, she was
left to her own devices for an hour, al-
though the attendant’ had only two in-|
sane patients to watch. !
- Dr. Bryant “squared” the evening
papers and prevented them from pub-
lishing even the fact that Etta Dear:
-born was dead. - . - : -

The Coroner’s clerk says all the wit-
nesses in the case were subpoenaed
and that Dr. Bryant was requested to
bring the attendants to the inquest.
Dr. -Bryant denies this, and saya the
only, summons he had wag o telephone

message, sent during hls absence, tell-

ing him of
‘quest.” ..

_the ho}n‘ fixed for the "in-
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